Cave Plants.

SOUTHERN KENTUCKY is a cavernous country. All the

southern caunnes especially Warren, are a network of
caves, underground streams, and “sinks” or *sink-holes,”
A cellar is rarely exmvated that a fissure in the limestone-rock
is not found, and this often widens out into quite a sink, or at
least a crevice, when the water passes from an underground
stream.

A different growth of plants is to be found in the cave en-
trances and F rge sink-holes from that along the banks of
streams. The White Baneberry I have found only in sink-
holes. its red stems and white berries being a lively contrast to

e deep greens and the shadows at the bottom of the sinl.
Pae Jewel-weed (Im?‘ahens pallidz) grows to a large size in
the moist depths of tl laces. The plants are often five
and a half feet high anul fhe trunt as large as one’s wrist,
Scrophularia nodosa, Collinsonia Canadensis, or Rickweed, are
commonly found here. OF the Ferns, Asplenium an ustifo-
lium is frequently seen in deep shade at the bottom of moist
sink-holes.  Cystopteris fm?hs is common in the crevices of
moist limestone-rock, wme Asplenmm ebeneumn is in |he
rocks nearer rake, Pel
a well-known feature of cave emmnccs 2nd alnks, growing. i
the limestone clifs in crevices where no other plant can find
very-
where. is genemlly et tih i e wonds aboar o lop of the

sinl

Of the three most interesting sink-holes in Warren County,
Kentucky, the largest, near Oakland, is of sufficient size and
interest to give it a place on the county map. Itis ninety fect
deep, and the entrance is about forty feetin diameter. This is
called Wolf's Sink, and is a natural wonder well worthy a visit.
Oaksand many ofher large trees are growing from its depths ;
down the trunk of one of these there is constructed a rude lad-

madeand_used by the o hana, wile another, e prob-
able one, is that they used & Grape-vine in making the descent.
Strange to say, the only Fern found here s Asplénium angus-
fifolium. It grows in the greatest profusion and to an unusuat
size, many of the plants measuring four to five feet in height,
and the fertile frond is even faller. The Baneberry gives a
feeded touch of color fo the shady depths of the sink.
‘Another very interesting sink is  Cave Mill.” A small stream
that rises ahove ground several yards beyond, flows into the
entrance of this sink and disappears. A mill has been built
above, and this mars what would otherwise be a very pic-
turesque spot. It has been alsocalled Lost River, as thestream
disappears under the large arched rocl of the cave, extends
, and t
forming a oreak that Aows into Barren River. Hop.trecs (Ple:
leatrifoliata) and Pawpaws, with many larger forest-trees, grow
along the stream near the entrance, Hydrangea arborescens at
the entrance, Pellzza atropurpurea and Asplenium cristata in
the crevices of the rock above. Viper's Bugloss, Echium vul-
gare, and Cup-plant, Silphium perfoliatum, are near the en-
trance. Many spring fl grow here, among others.
Anemone, Silene Vn‘glmm. " Asartim and Wild Gin
third sins is not as decp s Woit's Sink, but the en-
aice Souba arge in diameter. It is by the side of a road
leading {0 the river, in a dense grove of trees, and sois i con-
stant shadow. It is rather a gloomy spot, and has gained the
reputation of belng haunted among the Superstiious negroes

y. Itried

climb down {o gather e Py e
there were hants” thefe. Therewdsa rankgronh of plants
about the top, and severs! species of Desmodium, HMelothria
bendula and Gerardia among the rocks above the entrance.
Flats of Walking.leaf Fern, Baneberry and Scrophularia grewat
the bottom of the sink. About the ‘entrances of caves in the
sandstone part of the county the most common species of
Femns are the Lady Ten, Aspidium spinulosum, var, iner-
medium, an flanthes vestita and
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